
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Symphony West 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: The Genuine Irish and Changing Times 

Your Project Summary: We will present 2 public concerts at Baldwin Wallace University: 

Changing Times, March 10, 2017 

Genuine Irish, May 19, 2017 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project meets a portion of the three funding criteria, however the project seems to mostly 

serve the organization's members and sponsors.  The definition of community to be served and how it will 

be worked with is not well defined, except for the mentioning of the West Side Irish American Club and 

there is no evidence (letters of support) from that group or others who'd represent community being 

served.  The methods of outreach (social media, parish bulletins and flyers) are not the best examples of 

working with community; the project seems to be done for them rather than with them. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets funding criteria. The strength of Symphony West's proposal lies on their 

ability to provide a complete and detailed of their programmatic activities. The will focus on two major 

themes: The Brendan Voyage: An Orchestral Suite for Uilleann Pipes, and Changing Times. By being able 

to plan their artistic program in advance, they are able to articulate the specific activities around their 

output. The project budget worksheet is clear and implementable. The proposal meets funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: There is little sense in this application of community benefit beyond the immediate audience, 

nor a plan outlined to increase the audience or support live performance with outreach to bolster the 

cultural impact. The value in presenting music through an intergenerational orchestra with historic value 

filling a cultural niche is important. But the sense of insularity here in terms of capacity to engage the 

greater community renders this application a "somewhat" for CAC funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. By bringing new musical genres to the 

community through affordable concerts, and with membership across a wide range of ages, this proposal 

will create a tangible public benefit. Music can be a great way to foster a sense of community, and this 

organization demonstrates their commitment to using the arts to engage with community members from 

differing backgrounds. The organization's history of working to bring new music to the community for 

decades demonstrates that they have the organizational capacity to carry out this project. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: No 

Comment: The project does not demonstrate knowledge of community or connecting their community 

with their programming selections. with an emphasis on public benefit, the applicant does not meet the 

funding criteria. The changing times concept for a concert is a creative idea, however is it a result of the 

applicant thinking creatively and towards continued improvement? That connection would have made a 

stronger public benefit argument. There is no demonstration of cultural vibrancy or knowledge of their 

community, and for that reason the public benefit is unclear and it does not meet the funding criteria.  

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


